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Among the US citizens earning PhDs, 4 were American 
Indian or Alaska Native, 113 were Asian, 30 were Black or 
African American, 33 were Hispanic or Latino, 4 were 
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, 720 were White, 
and 53 were of unknown race/ethnicity.
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Reporting on the Dearth of 
Black Mathematicians
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One is the sheer magnitude of the 
underrepresentation of black academics in 
research math. According to the American 
Mathematical Society, there are 1,769 tenured 
mathematicians at the math departments of 
the 50 United States universities that produce 
the most math Ph.D.s. No one tallies the 
number of black mathematicians in those 
departments, but as best I can tell, there are 13. 
That comes to seven-tenths of 1 percent of the 
total — perhaps as far as any job classification 
gets from accurately reflecting the share of 
black Americans in the general adult 
population, which stands at 13 percent.
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